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side of  a rock wall ‘via two pitches of  unprotected climbing in a chute-like 
feature (5.7)’. Above this wall they climbed good snow at about 70°, ‘until 
reaching a steep, sheer rock wall.’ Two long traverse pitches to the right and 
they reached the summit ridge. With another long pitch (AD) they reached 
the summit at 8.30pm, when the clouds began to rise from the valley. They 
down-climbed from the summit to the top of  the rock wall, where they ab-
seiled to the lowest angle of  the glacier. They arrived at the high camp about 
12pm, and walked up to the Ahobamba valley the same day, arriving at 5pm.

The ‘Nevado Huamantay’ on the IGN Peruvian map has three peaks: 
north-west (5217m), north (5473m) and south (5459m). The top edge of  the 
latter extends south-east towards the Nevado Salcantay. It is therefore likely 
that when the Japanese expedition of  1968 added the sub-name Humantay 
in brackets to the name Soray, this may have led to the mistaken belief  that 
the summit was climbed by Terray and his companions in 1956. The height 
given for Humantay is from Heald’s GPS and doesn’t correspond to the 
IGN map.

In October 2014, Nathan Heald, Luis Crispin, Edwin Espinoza and 
Alexis Trudel (Canada), climbed the south-west ridge (PD, 350m) of  Cerro  
Jatunjasa (5350m), locally called ‘Incachiriasca’ (AAJ 2014, p293), accord-
ing to Conny Amelunxen. Cerro Jatunjasa is given 5338m in the IGN 
(Peru), and was climbed in June 1970 (possibly by the north face) for the 
Jubilee Expedition of  the Sektion Bayerland of  the German Alpine Club, 
and by Canadians Conny Amelunxen and Karen Perry, probably in 2003.

References: Nathan Heald; AAJ 1971; 2004; also see AAJ 1963 for the New 
Zealand ascents in the Pumasillo area.

Translated by Susan Jensen

In 2015 South America suffered 
from the El Niño phenomenon 

with rain, snow, wind and low tem-
peratures. It eased off, however, 
promising better weather for the New 
Year. A new government has taken 
office following the elections of  
October 2015, while the Argentine 
peso lost much value relative to hard 
currencies.

Jujuy
Granada is a volcano in the Puna 
region, a high desert near the point 
where Chile, Bolivia and Argentina 
meet, and was climbed by Incas for 
ceremonial purposes. During the 
southern hemisphere winter, on 21 
June, Argentines Agustín Piccolo, 
Diego Simari and Carlos Torino 
opened a new route on its south 
wall. After a five-hour trek through 
moraines the group reached the 
base; the wall has many potential 
new routes of  some 400m, all of  
them with mixed terrain and ice 
falls. They reached a lower summit 
(5670m) after a four-hour push,  
and named their route Tata Raymi 
(PD, WI4, 400m). They descended 
by Granada’s west ridge and camped 
at 4,500m in a local hut.

La Rioja and Catamarca
Mount Parofes (5845m, S 27° 53.282', W 68° 40.767') is a volcano that lies 
between mighty Pissis and Bonete, in La Rioja province. It had the claim 
of  being the highest unclimbed American mountain until a party ascended 
it on 11 November 2015. Argentine born but Brazilian resident Máximo 
Kausch, with Brazilians Pedro Hauck and Jovany Blume, made a difficult 

Charly Contartese, Juancho Torres 
and Esteban Degregori put Jumanji 
(6c) in March 2015, the second route 
on the Torre Blanca de Ectelion in 
the Agujas del Sosneado. (Esteban 
Degregori)
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approach, breaking trail east of  Pissis and ascending two passes to reach 
base camp. The temperatures were so low that one of  the jeeps froze even 
with antifreeze in the engine. They climbed the cone by its north-east face  
in a 22km round-trip, returning to base camp late at night.

During October the same group was active in the area due north of  the 
Paso de San Francisco, ascending some Chilean volcanoes, some of  them 
first ascents, ranging in height from 5,200 to 5,300m. On 27 October they  
ascended Sierra Nevada (6137m), an isolated volcano in the Argentine- 
Chilean border. The group entered Argentina (Catamarca Province)  
leaving the vehicles at the base and camping at 5,300m. The next day the 
group climbed to the summit by its west face. It must be noted that this  
western summit is the highest of  the massif, being 10m higher than the 
border summit.

Mendoza
On 14 November, an Argentine party departed from Punta de Vacas, trek-
king the Quebrada Tupungato and camping on Quebrada Potrero Escon-
dido. The next day they reached the foot of  the unclimbed Cerro Colorado 
(4621m). On 16 November they attempted the east face, beginning the climb 

at 4am. Their high point was 4,500m, after climbing easy 45° slopes and a 
20m rock band. They retreated due to high temperatures and avalanche risk, 
and the next day saw an avalanche had swept their tracks.

Part of  the group left the expedition and Adrían Petrocelli and Ramiro 
Casas continued on 17 November, camping at 3,900m near the Portezuelo 
(pass) Cerro Colorado. In the afternoon they suffered from the high winds 
and some snowfall; the poor conditions continued on 18 November but they 
managed to ascend a little needle they christened ‘La Yeserita’ because of  
its summit formations, yeseria being a type of  plaster carving. The weather  
turned very good next day so they began the ascent of  the west face at 
7am; the route started up scree followed by snow gullies (30°-40°), with 
some steps up to 60° and reached the ridge after a four-metre rock step (V).  
Following the ridge they reached the summit at 11.30am, returning to their 
tent on the same day.

On 20 November the good weather continued so they left at 4.30am for 
another summit. Climbing to a pass (4230m), they descended to a snowfield 
(3900m) to avoid a tricky traverse and then climbed up an easy snow slope, 
which steepened at a rock band. They avoided the rock band via a 15m 
icefall with a 90° finish, then traversed to the north face by 40°-50° slopes, 

Above: Cerro Tito (4905m) in the 
Cordón de los Clonquis had its first 
ascent in 2016 by the Argentines 
Lisandro Arelovich and Glauco 
Muratti. (Glauco Muratti)

Right: Last camp on Cerro Tito. 
Behind to the right is Cerro  
Colorado (4621m). (Glauco Muratti)
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to avoid snow cornices and avalanche risk. On the summit ridge they saw 
three unclimbed rock summits with vertical walls, the highest being on the 
left, which they climbed using only three cams on the grade V route. The 
summit (4970m) was very small, and they abseiled down off  a block of  
rock, triggering an avalanche on the way. They reached their tent at 2.30pm, 
after 10 hours and 1,220 vertical metres of  climbing.

Cerro Tito (4905m) in the Cordón de los Clonquis had its first ascent  
on 10 January 2016 by the Argentines Lisandro Arelovich and Glauco  
Muratti. They departed on 7 January from Punta de Vacas camping at 
2,800m, 3,400m and 4,100m. The last part of  the trip took place in a high, 
unnamed valley on the mountain’s west side. On the climb they had a 150m 
section of  50° snow with plenty of  rock fall, and grade III rock between the 
second and third camps, which they abseiled on the way down. The rock  
on the summit block was also III, exposed and of  very bad quality. They 
called the mountain Tito in homage to the nickname of  Alfredo Magnani, 
the excellent climber from Mendoza.

Argentines Roberto Piriz and Gabriel Fava ascended a new route in 
a satellite summit of  Cerro Tolosa (5432m), although the official height 
seems to be a hundred metres lower) near Aconcagua. From base camp at 
3,950m, they climbed Dioses del Ocaso (6c, 900m) in a single-day push, reach-
ing the lower summit that they christened Pico de los Zondinos (4850m). 
They had an incredible bivouac at c5,000m and next day reached the highest 
summit. The descent route was via the normal route, taking the north ridge 
to the Cerro México col. The expedition took place during 20 to 22 March.

Argentines Charly Contartese, Juancho Torres and Esteban Degregori 
opened a new route in the Agujas del Sosneado on 23 March; Jumanji (6c)  
is the second to be opened on the Torre Blanca de Ectelion. They soloed 
the initial easy ramp of  200m of  third and fourth grade, then took the  
evident central groove by its right in five rope lengths to the summit: 6a+, 
6a+, 6b, 6b+, 6c. Part of  the route has rotten rock making it unstable. Before 
this, the group had climbed the Torre Principal via Nalgas de Loncho (450m, 
7b+) on perfect granite.

Chile
In Northern Chile (Copiapó, Atacama), a Brazilian team led by Hauck  
and Kausch ascended the previously unclimbed Sierra del Aliste (5167m) 
on 13 October. They left from a camp at 4,600m, climbing the east face and 
north-east ridge, suffering in the high winds and very low temperatures.

During November and December well-known Spanish climber Baró  
Oriol opened new routes in the Chilean central Andes with a variety of  dif-
ferent partners. On 6 November, Baró and Chilean Andrés Zegers climbed a 
route they called Yeguas Salvajes (VI, M5, 1110m) on the west face of  Cerro 
Yeguas Heladas (4771m). They returned to their 3050m base camp via the 
south ridge and couloir, taking 20 hours in total. A week later, the same pair 
climbed Cerro Gemelo Este (5117m) by its west face. The middle of  the 
route Turbera (HVS, WI4+, M4+, 1100m) had a crux consisting of  a 90m 

WI4+ icefall and two M4+ pitches of  poor rock. They climbed from a base 
camp at 3,550m.

On 22 November, the pair teamed up with another Chilean, Aike Parvex, 
and climbed Cerro Morado’s south summit (4490m) by a variation of   
the Tangol-Vasquez 1961 south face route. They ascended 400m of  the  
Tangol-Vasquez then traversed to the right, continuing up the Cascada 
Central for another 350m up to snow slopes and the summit (Fina y Sucia; 
ED, 6a, WI5, M4+,750m). All this was in 11 hours round-trip from camp.

On 30 November, Baró, Zegers, Seba Rojas and Xavi Farré climbed a 
couloir in the central-right side of  the south face of  Cerro Yeguas Muertas 
(4912m). The route was largely snow with some mixed terrain and waterfall 
ice (Wenatti; V+, 1150m). On 3 December, Baró and Farré ascended the 
south-east face of  Cerro San Francisco (4307m) starting from Laguna El 
Morado (2400m). The covers snow slopes (which they climbed unroped), 
up a couloir then wound their way through the upper headwall, finally  
gaining the summit ridge. (Antiparkes; 1000m, D+).

Brazil
Pedra Riscada is a granite dome in the Brazilian state of  Minas Gerais,  
in the south-east of  the country. In 2009, Germans Stefan Glowacz and  
Holger Heubert, Brazilian Edmilson Padilha and Argentine Horacio  
Gratton ascended a line that they called Place of  Happiness (7c/+, 850m). 
Gratton spotted a line on the north-east wall that was distinctive for its 
conspicuous yellow overhang, and returned to inspect it in 2015. Gratton 
was joined by Argentines María José Moisés, Cintia Percivati and Ignacio 
Elorza with Noel Martinez de Aguirre taking photos and filming. They 
left the village of  Sao Jose do Divino some 20km from the rock. They had  
some problems with Africanised bees; the bees had killed one climber and 
injured another badly in a previous incident. In this expedition, the climbers  
also encountered bees and were very frightened, but kept very still and  
the bees went away. The group opened a new route in 12 days, with some 
pitches overlapping Place of  Happiness. The 7c+/8a crux took two days to 
negotiate. The route starts up the easy pitches of  Place of  Happiness and then 
continues direct in new terrain. They camped 500m high on the wall on a 
portaledge in strong winds and rainy nights, with the rain ending in mid 
morning each day. After the yellow overhang they had 200m of  excellent 
rock that finished in the easy pitches of  Place of  Happiness, summiting on  
23 July. The new route was called Viaje de Cristal (8a, 900m).


